Significance of the context of cognitive activity in the formation of unconscious visual sets.
Experimental data from healthy humans on the context dependence of cognitive activity involved in the process of substituting a previously formed unconscious set with a new set appropriate to the altered conditions are discussed. The mobility/rigidity property of the visual set changes depending on the nature of the additional task introduced into the context (stimulus recognition or identification of the spatial position of a stimulus). It is hypothesized that the process of set substitution is facilitated when the context of cognitive activity includes alternation of the involvement of the ventral and dorsal visual systems in information processing.